DISMEMBERMENT   OF  THE   EMPIRE

But this Latin did at least become correct once more, and con-
tinued to be so, not only in literary compositions, but also in
official acts. This was a most important achievement, for the use
of Latin was indispensable at that time, not only for the practice
of religion, but also for the working of the Government.

This return to the tradition of antiquity has been called the
Carolingian 'Renaissance'; but it was a renaissance only in form
and was confined to a small portion of the clergy. Moreover, it
led to no progress of importance except in the north and east of
the Empire, the regions in which, for many centuries, almost all
works of interest were written. The west and south remained
more backward, and the chronicles and deeds of those regions are
far less numerous and correct.

5D ISMEMBERMENT     OF     THE      CAROLINGIAN

EMPIRE

The territory subject to Charlemagne was far too vast to be
governed by a single man exercising authority in person. The
clergy, accustomed to Roman unity, might accept that of the
Empire; but the fighting man took no interest in it. Even Charle-
magne himself, influenced by the custom of his people, treated
his Empire like a family estate: and, like the Merovingian kings,
decided to divide it among his sons. The Empire survived because
only one of these sons, Louis, outlived him; but on the death of
Louis his three sons divided up his heritage by the Treaty of
Verdun in 843. Each of the two younger sons received a territory
composed roughly of the lands speaking the same language. Both
of these were called by the same popular Latin name, Francia,
which meant no more than the land subject to the king of the
Franks. Louis had Eastern Francia, to the east of the Rhine, where
Germanic tongues were spoken; and Charles had Western Francia,
the language of which was derived from Latin; this was the land
extending from the Pyrenees nearly as far as the Rh6ne, Saone,
and Meuse. For the first time the geographical lines were begin-
ning to appear on which the two great states of Germany and
France were to be constituted. The eldest son, Lothair, who
assumed the titles of Emperor and King of the Lombards, received,
in addition to Italy, a zone stretching from the North Sea to the

77